Mr. Loren Hueter

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Division of Materials Licensing

801 Warrenville Road

Lisle, Illinois 60532-4351

Dear Mr. Hueter:

This request applies to license 12-00722-06

We request to amend the above license in its entirety based upon the enclosed application.

This revised application removes all references to the Am-241 and Ni-63 and their applications that were transferred to license 19-30563-01 issued to the Soldier, Biological and Chemical Command at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland.

Specific changes requested in this application are as follows:

Item 8 paragraph 2a of the application seeks to replace the former stipulation that the workers are considered "general public" and therefore limited to a maximum of 100-mrem dose.  The requested change is to occupational status for these workers. On the surface this may appear less restrictive but in practical terms it changes nothing.  We still abide by the rule to maintain exposure and doses to individuals ALARA below the 5 REM yearly maximum.  

Item 8 paragraph 2b(2) replaces a paragraph in the previous document that could be interpreted as indicating that the TACOM-RI safety office would maintain a list of approved courses.  We are committing to treating each Installation RSO on a case by case basis if they have training from providers other than the Army or Navy rather than maintaining any open ended lists.

Item 9 Paragraph 1b and similar paragraphs seeks to take into consideration that units will avoid obvious situations in which rooms are known to take water during wet weather conditions.  The requested change attempts to allow for the fact that there may be unpredictable and unusual situations such as severe storm conditions that cause unusual amounts of rainfall that flood areas that would normally remain dry. 

Item 9 Paragraph 4b requests to remove the requirement for tritium air monitors for depot level tritium fire control storage areas. All tritium covered under this license is enclosed in sealed sources.  Years of air monitoring in depot storage areas have demonstrated that bulk storage of undamaged tritium sources will not result in hazardous air concentrations.  Adequate ventilation is still required.    Area wipe surveys of storage areas will be continued to insure that tritium oxide contamination is not accumulating.  The requirement for tritium air monitors remains in place for depot level fire control repair shops.

Item 9 Paragraph 4c attempts to drop the 10,000 curie limit per area for depot level bulk commodity tritium fire control storage areas. It is unclear why this requirement was imposed for individually sealed sources.  Presumably it had to do with a concern for a possible build up of tritium oxide in the storage location from off gassing sources.  How 10-foot separations alone were intended to mitigate such build up is unclear.  Our experience has shown that there is no significant build up of the oxide where there is adequate ventilation therefore we are requesting to remove the 10,000 curie depot storage limit.  Quarterly wipe test surveys are required in such storage areas to insure that tritium oxide is not accumulating.

Item 10 Paragraph 1b requests to delete the commitment to regularly inspect Reserve Support Commands.  This is due to the fact that Reserve Support Commands control logistic units that do not possess artillery or mortar systems and hence have no tritium fire control devices. 

Item 10 Paragraph 2b(1) omits the commitment that we will create annual reports of inventories for each Army installation.  Experience shows that inventories of fire control items on installations fluctuate due to the normal transfers of equipment between installations and especially so when units deploy to overseas commands.  The supply transfers can render annual reports from a database obsolete as soon as they are created and are therefore of little use to us in controlling the material. Therefore we request to drop the commitment to produce annual paper inventories that exists in the previous application.

The point of contact for this action is Mr. Jeff Havenner (309) 782-2965 or Mr. Tim Mohs (309) 782-6228. 







Tim Mohs







Acting Chief, Safety Office
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