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Hot off the press

Welcome to the first edition of the USMC Radiological Controls Office Newsletter. Our Newsletter will be distributed Quarterly for the sole purpose of keeping you abreast of all the late breaking news and upcoming events involving radioactive commodities.  Any input regarding radiological matters are welcome, and always encouraged.
portal to the net

Discover a world of helpful information right at your fingertips.  Log on to www.ala.usmc.mil/radcon/ where you can gain access to the Radiological Controls Office website.  The purpose of our website is to get important information to the FMF.  On our site you will find tons of useful information and   helpful web links.  Give it a try.  Satisfaction guaranteed!!!      

Radiation reminders     

Radiation materials are covered by Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regulations.  Very specific procedures must be followed for lost or stolen equipment with radioactive material, or for equipment that leaks the stuff.  A good source of information is the item’s Technical Manual (TM).  Look in front of the TM for the radiation symbol.  

But the expert for you will be the local radiation safety officer (RSO).  Every base should have one.  Make sure 

you know who he or she is.  Check with the safety office.

Call the RSO ASAP if equipment with radioactive material is missing or   leaking.  Signs of leaks include white powder inside a M43A1 Chemical Agent Detector, a fire control instrument or collimator that does not light up, or a broken level vial.  Do not handle a leaking item with bare hands. Wear rubber gloves.  Double bag a leaking item in plastic and tag it on the outside with its name, NSN, and RADIOACTIVE:  DO NOT OPEN.  Call your RSO to come get the bag immediately.

Treat missing or leaking radioactive equipment as seriously as damaged or missing weapons or ammo.  RPOs offer training in safely handling radioactive material.  Check it out.  If you handle radioactive material or you work with equipment that contains any, you need safety training.  The NRC says so.
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Remember that a radiation symbol on your equipment means that it contains Radioactive Material.  Although its usually just a small amount of radioactive material, it still requires caution an special handling to keep you healthy and out of trouble. 
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 This is not intended to slam anyone, but every now and then something comes up that we have to address.  An incident occurred recently where an Army reservist signed out an M43A1 Chemical Agent Detector (CAD) from his unit so that he could take it home and “familiarize” himself with its operation.  While he had the devices in his apartment, the residence was broken into and the M43A1 was stolen along with some personal property.  _________________________   Is this just another missing Chemical Agent Detector?  ________________________

Is this just another missing Chemical Agent Detector?  Not exactly.  The U.S. Army NRC license number TACOM-RI 12-00722-06   limits coverage of their radioactive materials to use or storage of those material on Army installations or training areas.  This is the same for the Marine Corps’ NRMP 10-67004-T3NP.  When the M43A1 CAD in this case was moved to a civilian location it amounted to a transfer of licensed radioactive material to an unlicensed location.

This is a violation of Title 10 Code of Federal Regulation (CFR) 30.41.  The fact that the individual took the device to familiarize himself with its operation indicates that the individual was not properly trained.  So releasing the M43A1 CAD to him unsupervised, violated several aspects of 10 CFR parts 19 and 20.  The theft only served to underscore the fact that releasing the M43A1 CAD to the soldier was a really bad idea.  This made possible the loss of control and potential exposure of members of the general public to radioactive material. 

Many of the incidents we deal with concerning radioactive commodities are lost equipment.  Lost equipment is inevitable in a   Marine Corps spread over most of the country and half of the world.  When equipment losses involve radioactive material, matters become more complicated.  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission calls this kind of incident a “loss of control” of radioactive material.  The implication is that the radioactive material has been moved from a secure location to an unknown location where anyone can get to it.  By anyone, the NRC means the “general public”.  This is anyone who is unlikely to encounter licensed radioactive materials in the course of employment (even home burglars!).  Always keep devices containing licensed radioactive materials in a locked area when they are not in use.  In the case of  M43A1 CADs, CAMs, and ACADAs this is usually the unit NBC room or a locked cabinet within the NBC Room where access can be controlled.  Units must maintain up to date and accurate list of personnel who have been trained to use the devices.  Only trained persons may be allowed to hand receipt the devices from the assigned storage location, and then only for authorized uses within the installation boundary or at an authorized training area.  

When the devices are in use, regular checks need to be made to ensure that the devices are still under proper control.  This is especially necessary with chemical detection and monitoring equipment..  The M43A1 CAD and ACADA are designed for remote operation beyond the perimeter.  It is very easy for these devices to be run over by vehicles, or to be picked up by individuals who come across them.  All someone needs to do is disconnect the wires and the device is gone.  Direct surveillance of the devices would be best but regular checks of deployed devices should be done as a substitute.  Will you find this written in your technical manuals for the devices?  No you won’t, but common sense and the hassle that comes with a lost device suggests that this is good practice.  Above all, never take these things to private residences and never transport them in private automobiles. [image: image5.wmf]
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ingredient for sucCESS

Let me begin by introducing you to the Marine Corps Radiological Controls Office (RADCON).  The Marine Corps Radiological Controls Office was established in late 1999 under Marine Corps Logistics Bases Albany, to provide worldwide radiological program support to the Marine Corps.  The RADCON office directly converts an extremely important regulatory mission into creditable combat support, by helping Marine’s comply with outside agency regulatory requirements.  In other words, RADCON helps keep important equipment containing radioactive materials, in the hands of our troops for readiness and defense of our nation.  

The Marine Corps mission requires maintaining a high degree of operational readiness so that tasks can be accomplished.  For unit commanders to exercise command responsibility in supply operations, item control must be meticulously applied.  Physical inventories are essential management tools for controlling material.  Inventory of equipment containing Radioactive Material are required to be conducted semi-annually and reported to COMMARCORLOGBASES Albany, Ga (836-3) via Naval message by 31 March and 30 September.    

As we all know, there is no other single group of commodities that require the degree of specialized handling as Radioactive Material.  Failure to properly identify, store and handle such material can cause serious health risks and property damage if mishandled.  In order to keep the Marine Corps in compliance with its radiation responsibilities, not only must we comply with Marine Corps regulations but there are some State and Federal Regulations that must be abided by.  Therefore, It is important that everyone is familiar with the specifications of each. 
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Units in possession of Radioactive Commodities should be mindful and have an understanding of not only Marine Corps Orders, but all publications and documents pertinent to the accountability, storage, and handling of Radioactive Material (RAM).  Some examples of such documents would be:                                      a) 10 CFR (Code of Federal             Regulation on Energy)                 b) 49 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations on Transportation)   c) All Technical Manuals (TM) relative to Radioactive Commodities to include Technical Instructions (TI) and Supply Instructions (SI).                           d) Naval Radioactive Materials Permit (NRMP) which is the authorization for the Marine Corps to receive, possess, use, store, transfer, or dispose of  Radioactive Material.                                         e) Appropriate DoD regulations.  Information regarding these regulations can be obtained from the USMC Radiological Controls Office.  
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In order for the Marine Corps to have a successful Radiation Safety Program everyone must become involve with disseminating the appropriate information required to ensure that proper handling of radioactive material is being encouraged.  Unawareness of the program or its regulations (whether DoD, State or Federal) cannot be the excuse for non-compliance.  

Let’s work together and ensure that the Marine Corps does not become a target for penalties or fines levied by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) due to non-compliance.  We must strive to have the best Radioactive Controls Program to date, which can only be achieved through communication, cooperation, and teamwork.
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL (RAM) MOVEMENT FORM
	1. MOVEMENT TYPE (CHECK ONE):

   ______ SHIPMENT/ TRANSFER      _______ RECEIPT
	2. DOCUMENT NUMBER:


 USMC-______________________________

	3. CONSIGNOR (Originating Unit):


	4. CONSIGNEE (Intended Recipient):

	5. COMMODITY DESCRIPTION

	Qty


	NSN


	Nomenclature
	Serial No.
	Isotope
	Activity
	Total Activity

	 6. MODE OF SHIPMENT
	7. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS
	8. RADIATION SURVEY RESULTS (If required)

	_______ Air

_______ Truck

_______ Rail

_______ Water

_______ Parcel Post

_______ Other


	   _______ Special Form     

   _______ Normal Form

   _______ Solid  

   _______ Liquid

   _____     Gas 


	Instrument Used: _________________________

Calibration Due: ___________ SN:___________

Transport Index: ________________________

Surface:__________mrad/hr __________µGy/hr

One Meter: _______ mrad/hr __________µGy/hr Background:_______mrad/hr __________µGy/hr



	9.  PRE-SHIPMENT WIPE TEST/ILLUMINATION TEST RESULTS

	Wipe/Inspection Performed by: 

_________________________

Date: ____________________
	Wipe Counted by: 

______________________________

Date: _________________________
	Result:                      SAT                          UNSAT

Removable: ___________________ dpm/100 cm2
MDA: ____________  µCi  ______________ Bq

	10.  RECEIPT INSPECTION RESULTS

	Inspection Results:                              SAT                                  UNSAT

NOTE:  If UNSAT, Wipe test shall be performed and results entered in Block 9 above.
	Receipt Inspection:

Performed by: ________________________ 

Date: __________________

	11. BASIC DESCRIPTION

	  _____ Radioactive Material, Excepted Package:         _____ Radioactive Material, Special Form, n.o.s., 7, UN 2974

             Instruments & Articles, 7, UN 2910

  _____ Radioactive Material, Excepted Package:         _____ Radioactive Material, Low Specific Activity LSA, n.o.s., 7, UN 2912

             Limited Quantity of Material, 7, UN2910

  _____ Radioactive Material, Excepted Package:         _____ Radioactive Material, Fissile, n.o.s., 7, UN 2918

             Articles Manufactured from Natural or

             Depleted Uranium or Thorium, 7, UN 2910

 _____ Radioactive Material, Excepted Package:

            Empty Packaging, 7, UN 2910  

	12. Labeling

_____ White I

_____ Yellow II

_____ Yellow III

_____ Exempt 
	13.  Marking

     _____ Radioactive  

     _____ Exempt

     _____ Radioactive LSA

     _____ Waste Class A, B, C

     _____ Other (__________)
	14.  Shipping Papers
______ Included & Complete

______ Exempt

	15. CERTIFICATION:  



	16. INCIDENT/ACCIDENT NOTIFICATION:  

      24 HOUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE PHONE NUMBER:

      POC:

      COMMENTS:



	17. Printed Name of Certifying Official:


	18. Signature:
	19. Date:


Instructions for completing the USMC RAM Movement Form (Form is completed by the originating unit):

Block 1.
This is the evolution for which the form is being generated.  Only one of these options should be selected.

Block2.
This is a unique tracking number and is locally generated by the command initiating the movement.

Suggested format:  USMC-M67004-01-001

This format identifies the agency, the Unit AAC, the year, and the movement number.  The year rolls forward on January 1st, the movement number resets to 001.

Block 3.
This block contains the name and address and of the unit that is offering the item for shipment or transfer.  (This unit will show a decrease in their RAM inventory as a result of the transaction.) 

Block 4.
This block contains the name and address of the location intended to be the final destination of the item being shipped or transferred.  (This unit will show an increase in their RAM inventory as a result of the transaction.)

Block 5.
This is specific information related to the device being shipped or transferred.  All blocks are to be completed as accurately as possible.

Block 6.
The specific mode of transport should be checked.

Block 7.
This information can typically be found in equipment technical manuals.  To determine specific characteristics, a good rule of thumb is that devices containing H-3 will usually be Normal Form, Gas; devices containing Ni-63 are Normal Form, Solid; and devices containing Am-241 are Special Form, Solid.
Block 8.
Radiation surveys generally do not apply for USMC devices.  For guidance concerning the necessity of acquiring radiation survey data, contact the USMC Radiological Controls Office at DSN 567-5511.

Block 9/10.
Completion of these blocks is mandatory.  See guidance for conducting pre-shipment and receipt inspections as provided on the Radiological Controls website at http://www.ala.usmc.mil/radcon/.  Complete only the blocks for the type inspection performed, blocks not used should be left blank.

Block 11.
This is a general description of the device and is the basis for claiming applicable exemptions from marking and labeling of the shipping package.  Almost all USMC packages fall into the first category, Radioactive Material, Excepted Package – Instruments and Articles, 7, UN 2910.
Block 12.
Marked as “Exempt” unless otherwise directed by the local Transportation Officer or the RCO.

Block 13.
Marked as “Exempt” unless otherwise directed by the local Transportation Officer or the RCO.

Block 14.
Marked as “Exempt” for on-site transfers.  For off-site transfers requiring a shipping manifest and bill of lading, contact the local Transportation Officer for guidance and ensure the “Included & Complete” option is checked.

Block 15.
If package certification is based on selecting “Instruments and Articles” as described in the Block 11 instructions above, this statement should read: “THIS PACKAGE CONFORMS TO THE CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS SPECIFIED IN 49 CFR 173.424 FOR RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS, EXCEPTED PACKAGE - INSTRUMENTS OR ARTICLES, UN2910”.   If a package is shipped under a different basic description, the certifying statement must be changed in accordance with 49 CFR 173.422(a).

Block 16.
This information must be provided.  It should include a local POC and contact phone number as a minimum.  The RCO should be identified in the comments section as an alternative POC in the event the originating CRSO/IRSO cannot be reached.

Block 17.
The printed name of the individual certifying the information on the form is correct and appropriate disposition/authorization to ship or transfer the device has been obtained.

Block 18.
The signature of the individual certifying the information on the form is correct and appropriate disposition/authorization to ship or transfer the device has been obtained.

Block 19.
The date Block 18 is signed.
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Radiological Controls Office MCLB Albany, Ga.

Marine Corps Logistics Bases   L10 Logistics Operations Dept. Attn: Radiological Controls Office             814 Radford Blvd Ste 20330         Albany, Ga. 31704-0330                 

Coml Phone:  (229) 639-5511                  DSN 567-5511                                

Fax:  (229) 639-5516                      DSN 567-5516

__________________________

Visit us on the Web!             www.ala.usmc.mil/radcon/
Editor:  SSgt Darrell L Rogers

Logistics Radiation Safety Officer

Lawrence Davis, DSN 567-5513, davisls@matcom.usmc.mil          Commercial (229) 639-5511

Assistant, Logistics Radiation Safety Officer 

Douglas Carter, DSN 567-5511, carterda@matcom.usmc.mil        Commercial (229) 639-5511

Assistant, Logistics Radiation Safety Officer

 Robert Truver, DSN 567-5511, truverRJ@matcom.usmc.mil       Commercial (229) 639-5511

Laboratory Technician

Barbara Horry, DSN 567-5511, horrybl@matcom.usmc.mil           Commercial (229) 639-5511

Supply Tech

SSgt Rogers, D. L., DSN 567-5511, rogersdl@matcom.usmc.mil   Commercial (229) 639-5511
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